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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: American Literature (ENGL 6008)
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Level: BS English

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units: 1–5)
Q. 1
Read Unit 1 of your Study Guide for this course and answer the following question:


American Literature is roughly divided into the Colonial and Early National Period (17th century to 180), the Romantic Period (1830 to 1870), Realism and Naturalism (1870 to 1910), the Modernist Period (1910 to 1945), and the Contemporary Period (1945 to present). Write a note on each with the mention of important literary figures, i.e. novelists, poets, story writers etc., of each and the themes present in their works.
(20)
Q. 2
Unit 2 of your Study Guide is about Emily Dickinson, who is best known for the concept of death in her poems. Offer your critical commentary on various interpretations of her poem “Because I could not stop for Death”. Also discuss the figure of death as a lover in Dickinson’s poetry.
(20)

Q. 3
Read unit 3. What literary devices have been employed by Nathaniel Hawthorne in the Scarlet Letter? Elaborate on the types, their usage and effect on persuasiveness in the novel?
(20)
Q. 4
Hawthorne’s focus in The Scarlet Letter is on the natural world, the religion institution, and the consuming action of revenge. It portrays the simplicity and naturalness of romanticism. Discuss the novel as an example of romantic literature.  
(20)
Q. 5
Unit 5 is about Robert Frost. Critically discuss at least five imageries presented in the various lines of the Robert Frost’s selected poems. Support your analysis with the help of these lines of the poems.
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)

Q. 1
In Unit 5, modernity and technological change are two of Whitman’s important themes. How does he handle these themes? What kind of landscapes are there in his poetry? What is the role of the city and nature? Substantiate your answer with concrete examples from his works
(20)
Q. 2
Choose any novel and throw light on a character making an unexpected, unwise or unworthy decision. Explain in which circumstances that character took that decision. Also discuss its importance to your understanding of character and the overall theme in the novel.
(20)
Q. 3
Identify a key moment, such as a turning point or climax, in any one of your selected short stories. Describe the key moment with reference to the appropriate techniques, then discuss its importance to the text.
(20)
Q. 4
Refer to unit 8 of your study guide. Compare and contrast Gatsby and Tom, the two characters in “The Great Gatsby” by Scott Fitzgerald. How are the two characters alike? How are they different? Keeping in view the extremely negative light in which Tom is portrayed in the novel, why would Daisy choose to remain with him instead of leaving him for Gatsby?
(20)
Q. 5
Think about the significance of Miller's narrative technique. Memories and illusions make up a large portion of the play. How do they affect the play Death of a Salesman? Consider such things as the storyline, character interaction, and overall audience reaction.
(20)
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